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Susan Shields is taking the 
helm as Oklahoma Bar Foun-
dation president during a 
demanding time. Currently, 
the foundation is working 
hard to maintain grant fund-
ing for important law-related 
charitable programs that serve 
school children and other 
Oklahomans in need. Susan is 
an experienced leader and 
board member. In fact, if the 
OBF were to write a descrip-
tion of a good board member, 
Ms. Shields’s bio qualifica-
tions would be used as an 
example.

Susan practices with 
McAfee & Taft in Oklahoma 
City in its tax practice group. 
She was recognized as Out-
standing Pro Bono Lawyer by 
Legal Aid of Western Oklaho-
ma, received the OBA Earl 
Sneed and Mona Salyer Lam-
bird Spotlight Awards and 
was named in the Journal 
Record’s Leadership in Law 
honorees. Ms. Shields is also a 
two-time finalist for the Jour-
nal Record’s Woman of the Year 
Award. Susan has been a fre-
quent lecturer on estate plan-
ning and nonprofit issues and 
has taught estate planning 
and other courses as an 
adjunct professor of law at the 
University of Oklahoma Col-
lege of Law. In addition to 
donating her time and talents 
as a volunteer and member of 
several community boards, 

Susan has just concluded a 
three-year term as an OBA 
Board of governors member.

Even with Susan’s vast non-
profit experience and financial 
background, steering OBF 
through these challenging 
times will be a big undertak-
ing. This is why the OBF 
needs your help. 2012 proved 
to be a very different year for 
your bar foundation, with 
nearly a 50 percent decline in 
income compared to 2011. 
Much of the decline attributed 
to even deeper cuts in IOLTA 
receipts. As a result, the OBF 
was required to reduce its 
grant funding during 2012 by 
more than $200,000. going 
forward, grants will be 
reduced further without 

additional financial support 
or help from the Oklahoma 
legal community.

The OBF Fellows program 
is more important now than 
ever, and Fellows are key in 
providing OBF grant support 
on behalf of all Oklahoma 
lawyers. President Shields 
reports that not only does OBF 
need to grow the program, but 
that she is also concerned 
about the number of OBF 
Fellow members who are 
behind on their annual pledge 
payments. 

“IOLTA has been a great 
resource that allowed the OBF 
to provide tremendous sup-
port for law-related charitable 
work throughout the state; but 
with today’s current interest 
rates, this is no longer the 
case,” President Shields states. 
“Fellows are of prime impor-
tance. Help is needed from all 
of our OBA lawyers, or the 
support for law-related chari-
table programs will dwindle. 
Some will not survive. This 
could be devastating to the 
tens of thousands of Oklaho-
mans who benefit each year.”

Help is especially crucial 
with growing needs for legal 
aid and other law-related ser-
vices among needy Oklaho-
mans. Oklahoma has the high-
est rate of women in state or 
federal correctional facilities. 
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One in five Oklahoma chil-
dren are hungry. Oklahoma 
City recently ranked in the top 
10 highest crime rates, fol-
lowed by Tulsa in the top 30. 
More than 610,000 Oklaho-
mans lived below the poverty 
line in 2010. Your Oklahoma 
Bar Foundation takes a sys-
tematic line of attack in elimi-
nating barriers by building 
support for pro bono pro-
grams, legal aid, law-related 
education programs and other 
important law-related service 
programs through grants and 
other forms of support that 
help close the justice gap.

GettInG tO KnOW 
PresIDent 
susan sHIelDs:

When did you become involved 
with OBF?

I became a Fellow of the 
Oklahoma Bar Foundation in 
2001, and was elected to its 
board of trustees in 2006. After 
completing my initial financial 
pledge of support as a Fellow, 
I became a Benefactor Fellow. 
I have had the honor of serv-
ing on the board during a time 
when the OBF revamped its 
strategic plan, received a his-
toric grant level of more than 
$10 million, implemented the 
extremely important Court 
grant Program because of 
charitably-minded Oklahoma 
lawyers who assisted in 
directing cy pres funds to the 
OBF, and now, during more 
challenging financial times for 

the OBF. Like all of our board 
members, I have had the 
amazing opportunity to per-
sonally be involved with OBF 
grantees and to view firsthand 
all of the important work they 
accomplish with minimal 
resources. Every contributor 
to the OBF can be proud that 
their funds are going to assist 
low-income Oklahomans in 
need of legal services and to 
help promote law-related edu-
cation in our schools through 
programs such as the mock 
trial competition.

Why is OBF such a valuable 
asset to Oklahoma?

A review of the historical 
roster of the OBF grant recipi-
ents is the beginning in under-
standing the foundation’s 
importance. OBF ensures legal 
service when there is great 
need and provides law-related 
educational programs that 
help create useful citizens. 
Oklahoma attorneys are doing 
great things in Oklahoma 
through the Oklahoma Bar 
Foundation, and all attorneys 
should support the good 
works of the foundation.

What are your goals as OBF 
president?

The OBF has recently 
launched its new website, 
www.okbarfoundation.org, 
allowing Oklahoma attorneys 
to make Fellow dues pay-
ments online. This will be 
helpful in our communication 
with OBA members, grant 

recipients and the public 
about the workings of our 
foundation. Our board is full 
of energy and is excited to 
implement new ideas for 
fundraising, which will allow 
the OBF to maintain its cur-
rent level of grant support for 
law-related charities and edu-
cation. We are fortunate to 
have a tremendous and dedi-
cated 2013 Board of Trustees 
that continue to work tireless-
ly by giving their time and tal-
ents to the OBF. 

Members of the 2013 Execu-
tive Committee are: Susan B. 
Shields, president, Oklahoma 
City; Dietmar K. Caudle, pres-
ident-elect, Lawton; Jack L. 
Brown, vice president, Tulsa; 
Judge Millie E. Otey, secre-
tary/treasurer, Tulsa; Judge 
Shon T. Erwin, past president, 
Lawton. Other members of the 
2013 Board of Trustees are: A. 
gabriel Bass, Oklahoma City; 
Stephen D. Beam, Weather-
ford; Brett D. Cable, McAl-
ester; Tanya S. Bryant, Okla-
homa City; guy P. Clark, 
Ponca City; Dean Valerie 
Couch, Oklahoma City; Jack 
S. Dawson, Oklahoma City; 
Kevin R. Donelson, Oklahoma 
City; Brandon P. Long, Okla-
homa City; Michael C. Mordy, 
Ardmore; Briana J. Ross, 
Tulsa; Dennis A. Smith, Clin-
ton; Kara I. Smith, Oklahoma 
City; Donna L. Smith, Vinita; 
Alan Souter, Tulsa; James T. 
Stuart, Shawnee; Jeffery D. 
Trevillion, Oklahoma City; 
Roy D. Tucker, Muskogee; 
John Morris Williams, Oklaho-
ma City; YLD Trustee Repre-
sentative Andrew S. Mildren, 
Oklahoma City.

If you could personally visit with 
every attorney in Oklahoma, 

what would you tell them 
about the OBF?

The OBF is a qualified chari-
ty that funds services and pro-
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grams not just for lawyers, but 
also for many diverse organi-
zations (legal services and 
law-related programs) that 
benefit Oklahoma communi-
ties. Each year the OBF 
maximizes funding through 
nonprofit organizations that 
utilize pro bono legal services. 
Oklahoma lawyers were 
able to help 30 different law-
related charitable programs 
this past year through their 
annual Fellows contributions. 
OBF should be a favorite char-
ity for any individual, law 
firm, local bar association or 
other group.

Discuss the importance of the 
Fellows Program and why every 

Oklahoma attorney should 
become a Fellow

The mission statement of the 
Oklahoma Bar Foundation is, 
“Lawyers Transforming Lives 
through the advancement of 
education, citizenship and jus-
tice for all.” The OBF’s stated 
purpose is to “promote justice, 
fund essential legal services 
and advance public awareness 
of the law.” Every Oklahoma 
lawyer can proudly stand 
behind OBF’s mission and 
purpose. Indeed, I believe 
Oklahoma attorneys should 
personally support these con-
cepts. The cost of becoming a 
Fellow is $1,000, payable as a 
lump sum or over a 10-year 
period, and is discounted for 
newly admitted attorneys. 
$100 per year is an insignifi-
cant expense for almost any 
lawyer, and yet only about 10 
percent of our attorneys are 
Fellows. Just think how much 
more we could accomplish 
and give back to our commu-
nities with our grants if every 
Oklahoma attorney was a Fel-
low, or even better, was a 
Benefactor Fellow for an 
annual giving commitment 
of $300! 

Ms. Shields can be reached at 
susan.shields@mcafeetaft.com.

Ms. Norsworthy is the execu-
tive director of the foundation 
and IOLTA programs and is 
responsible for the daily operation 

of the OBF. Ms. Norsworthy and 
staff members Jessi Hesami and 
Deb Holt are available to answer 
any questions regarding the 
OBF at 405-416-7070 or 
www.okbarfoundation.org.

Oklahoma Bar Foundation staff Jessi Hesami, Executive 
Assistant; Executive Director Nancy Norsworthy; and Deb Holt, 
OBF and IOLTA Administrative Assistant

•  Responsible for the 
daily operation of the 
foundation

•  Administers and maintains 
IOLTA membership and 
financial records

•  Works directly with 
IOLTA banks and the 
membership

•  Maintains Fellow member-
ship records and pledge 
payments

•  Provides reports and 
support to the twenty-six 
member Board of Trustees

•  Coordinates meetings 
and board and committee 
materials

•  Maintains expenditure and 
income records of the 
foundation

•  Maintains investment and 
books of account

•  Compiles reports and 
works with auditors 
and other financial repre-
sentatives

•  Coordinates grant applica-
tions, meetings, payments, 
grant reporting and follow 
up as well as help and sup-
port to grantee organiza-
tions throughout the year

•  Works with other nonprof-
it groups and outside 
organizations; represents 
OBF at various outside 
events

•  Responsible for OBF 
website updates and 
communication efforts

•  Provides help and sup-
port to the membership 
wherever needed

OBF Staff Duties
OBF staff duties are multi-faceted with a wide variety of 

duties. Services include:


